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Mariner Adventures

I am pleased to announce that Pacifica was nominated to apply to become a California Distinguished High School. In
order to qualify for this nomination, a school must make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as defined by No Child Left
Behind and have an API score over 692. Our California Standards Test (CST) score continues to rise — 29 points this
year-bringing our overall API score to 785! We are in the process of completing the application that is due in December.
The winners will be announced in the Spring 2007. Congratulations to Pacifica students for this prestigious nomination.

We also look for growth in our students through our Expected Schoolwide Learning Results (ESLRs). In preparation for
post secondary education and for the world of work, all Pacifica High School graduates will:

Possess Core Academic Knowledgein Be Community Participants who

* reading, writing, mathematics, * interact responsibly in the American
science and computer applications civic legal, and political systems

* cultures, history, and geography * demonstrate positive ethical and

* the arts moral behavior

Be Effective Communicatorswho Be Critical Thinkerswho

* convey significant messages * identify, access, analyze, integrate,
verbally and in writing and utilize available resources and

* receive, interpret, and use the * have the knowledge and skills
messages of others needed to adapt to changes in

* read, write, speak, and listen society
reflectively and critically * understand that learning is a life-

long process

Be Healthy Individuals who Be Collaborative Workerswho

* value physical fitness for health and * work cooperatively to accomplish a
enjoyment throughout life common goal

* participate in various forms of * have realistic and flexible career
games, sports, dance and plans
recreational activities * work cooperatively with respect for

individual differences

We will continue to work together to help all students meet these goals, as well as the District Goals of (1) moving all
students toward proficiency on the CSTs in English/Language Arts and Math and (2) moving English Learners up one
level per year on the CELDT test as they move towards English proficiency. Our students are making great progress and I
am so proud of them! Let’s keep up the good work!

As we enter into the holidays, I send you my warmest wishes for a joy-filled and bountiful season.

Mary Jane Hibbard
Principal



PTSA News

Welcome to the new year! Pacifica PTSA got off to a great
start this year. Thank you to all who showed support by
becoming members, especially our teachers and staff who
already give us so much of their time. Also big thanks to
all who participated in our Fall fundraiser. Profits will be
used to fund mini-grants for programs, material and
supplies that directly support our students. Another way to
help support our school is to register for the Target and e-
scrip programs. A percentage of your purchases are
donated directly to Pacifica. You can register for e-scrip at
www.escrip.com. Macy’s and Vons are just a few of the
stores participating.

We are very proud to send a number of student entries to
the PTA Reflections program this year. Pacifica students
are always among those receiving recognition for their
entries in Literature, Art and Performance. Our annual
College Night went well. It was nice to see how successful
our graduates have become and how willing they are to
share their new lives in order to help prepare Pacifica
students for college life.

The end of the year will be here before you know it! I look
forward to seeing everyone at Open House in March.
PTSA elections will be held at that time. If you’re
interested in helping, please let us know. Thank you again
for your support.

Mary Dalton

PTSA President
A Memo from Mrs. Justice BWe have added yet
another way to recognize students here at Pacifica as part of
our positive school environment. This new program is
“Student Standouts.” Each month, teachers nominate
students from their classes that have shown improvement in
academics, citizenship, behavior, etc. Two students are
then chosen for the month, recognized during the morning
announcements and their names are placed on the school
marquee.
A.M. student drop-off reminder — With daylight
savings in effect, please be aware that the ideal time to drop
off your students is after 6:45 a.m. at which time there is
supervision available campus wide.

GUIDANCE OFFICE NEWSE

College Information — Each Fall the Guidance Office
invites a mix of UC, Cal State, out-of-state and private
universities onto campus to give updated information to our
seniors and juniors about admissions, financial aid, major
selection, clubs, and activities. A student needs to sign up
in the Guidance Office in the weeks prior to a visit and will
be called out of class for the opportunity to listen to the
speaker and ask questions. Tips are given to students about
filling out applications and easing those last minute jitters
as we enter into the last weeks before the application
deadlines. This service helps students identify a school
worthy of deeper consideration and to help them make a
better fit for their individual needs.

Career Unitscont.
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Financial Aid and Scholarship Information — One of the
most important issues facing families today is how to fund
their child’s college education. The good news is that there
are a variety of financial aid sources available to California
students. The primary source for most state and federal
financial aid is the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA.) The FAFSA is available online starting
January 1, 2007 and has a submission due date of March 2,
2007. The FAFSA is based in part on the parent(s)’ 2006
tax return information. As a result, it is important that the
parent(s) have their tax returns filed well before the March
2" due date. The FAFSA determines eligibility for grants,
loans, and work study programs. It can be accessed online
at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

In addition to completing the FAFSA, any student who
plans on attending a community college, vocational school,
or four year university in California should also complete a
Cal Grant GPA Verification Form. For families with
qualifying incomes, completion of this form can make
students eligible for additional sources of funding. Cal
Grant forms should be available in the Guidance Office in
December.

Scholarships are another great way to help pay for the cost
of college tuition. The Guidance Office distributes a
monthly senior newsletter to all 12" grade students. This

newsletter  contains  information on  scholarship
opportunities that we find each month. It can also be
accessed via the Pacifica website at

www.ggusd.k12.ca.us/phs. Click on the “Scholarship Info”
heading in the left hand column. Please note that the
scholarships described in this newsletter represent a tiny
fraction of what is available to seniors nationwide. The
Guidance Office has a scholarship handout which details
various scholarship sources and web search engines. Have
your student pick one up if they are interested.

California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) D Passing
the CAHSEE is a graduation requirement for all students in
California. This year, our sophomore class will be taking
the exam for the first time on March 20™ (English) and
March 21* (Math). For those juniors who had yet to pass
the exam, they had an opportunity in November. Those
seniors who had yet to pass the exam had opportunities in
both October and December. All juniors and seniors who
have not passed will be able to test on the above March
dates with the sophomores.

Education Choices b Career Units D In a portion of
the career units that the counselors present each year in the
9™ 10" and 11™ grade English classes, the students
develop four-year plans for the classes that they intend to
take at Pacifica. High school graduation requirements and
subject requirements for the UC and CSU systems are
explained in the career units. Students are asked to take
their copy of the four-year plan home to share with their
parents. The back of the four-year plan has a summary of

Everyone in attendance enjoyed the humorous parade of all

th A csmisvitnd NMawinne sminatan



© 2006 Pacifica High School. www.pacificamariners.com

SCHOOL DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday, December 25, 2006 Winter Recess
Friday, January 5, 2007

Monday, January 8, 2007 School Resumes

Monday, January 15,2007 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 Collaboration Day
Release - 12:25p.m.

Wednesday, January 31 and Semester Finals

Thursday, February 1, 2007 Release- 12:30p.m.

Friday, February 2, 2007 Non-Student Day B Semester Break
Winter Formal

Monday, February 12,2007 Lincoln@ Birthday Holiday

Wednesday, February 14, 2007 Collaboration Day

Release - 12:25p.m.

Monday, February 19,2007 President@ Day

SAVE FOR POSTING




